
DRAFT Minutes of 
BRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 8

th
.April 2010 in Bridge Village Hall 

 
Present; Cllrs Edmonds (Chairman), Beesty, Beinder, Corfield, Esdale, Gulvin, Hill, Lewis, 

Wilmshurst & KCC Councillor Northey 
 
122/09-10 Apologies for absence; There were no apologies for absence   
 
123/09-10. Declaration of Interest & Lobbying on agenda items. There were no 

declarations of interest or lobbying on agenda items 
   
124/09-10. The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11

th.
 March 2010 were 

confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
125/09-10 Cllr Northey reported that KCC had authorised a grant for the cost of the 

renovations for the village hall. 45,300 potholes had been mended so far. 
KCC had allocated resources of £1-2 million to potholes with a further £2.4 
million from Government funds. 

 KCC needed to make savings of £200 million over the next two years. 450 
jobs would go but negotiations were progressing to save £2 billion by 
combining and sharing resources of services within the county. 

 
126/09-10 Disposal of business from the last meeting 
 

a  Recreation Ground – Recreation ground checks were being undertaken by Cllr 
Corfield. Cllr Beesty reported that the spider needed renovation. Cllr Gulvin would 
seek quotes for this work to be done by the firms invited to tender for the 
refurbishment of the bridge.     Action; Cllr Gulvin 
The old picnic bench had been repaired and the new bench would be put in place 
later this month. Work had been authorised on cutting back the branches of the 
sycamore tree which overhung the garden of 65 Riverside Close. 
The council was extremely concerned that sewage had been pumped into the 
Nailbourne at the recreation ground. No warning notices had been posted. It was 
agreed to write to Southern Water expressing the council’s disappointment at this 
situation and strongly supporting requests for investment to be made in improving 
pumping arrangements.     Action; Clerk 

b. Affordable Housing – The village green application would be put to the KCC’s 
Regulation Committee at the end of May. A decision would be given within days of 
that committee meeting. Southern Housing Group had identified a building 
company to undertake the project. A newt survey would be undertaken once the 
village green application had been dealt with. 

c. Allotment lease – A letter had been sent to Cantley Estates commenting on the 
draft allotment lease. 

d. Joint Litter Pick – This would take place on Saturday 10
th
 April starting at the re-

cycling point at 9.30am. Councillors would bring the parish council’s high visibility 
vests and litter pickers. 

e. Sports pavilion rateable value- Cllr Gulvin reported that the sports and tennis 
pavilions had been granted discretionary exemption of 100% for this year. 

f. Repair of bridge into recreation ground –Invitations to tender had been issued for 
the refurbishment of the bridge. The closing date was 16

th
. April. 

g. Bus shelter – Cllr Gulvin reported that invitations to tender for the bus shelter had 
been issued with a closing date of 23

rd
 April. 

 
127/09-10 Reports from Representatives to Outside Bodies 

  
There were no reports from representatives to outside bodies 
 
.    



128/09 –10 Notice of proposed work to trees in a Conservation Area    
 The following proposal was noted; 
  The Purlins, Meadow Close, Bridge 
  Fell one large conifer too large for its location & too close to the house 
 
129/09-10 Matters for Discussion and Action 
 

a. Hire of Skateboard Ramp – After some discussion a majority of councillors voted 
in favour of  hiring a skateboard ramp for the holiday weekend at the end of May at 
a cost of £1,080. Councillors agreed this would be a trial before deciding whether to 
commit to possible funding for a permanent ramp at some future date. Action; Cllr 
Esdale 

b. Emergency boxes -  It was agreed to authorise expenditure on the contents of  
two emergency boxes at a cost of £100.   Action; Cllr Gulvin 

c. Spring Parish Newsletter -  The next edition of the Parish Newsletter would be 
distributed at the end of April. Cllr Corfield would compile the newsletter and 
councillors were asked to send their contributions to him.       Action; Cllr Corfield 

d. Canterbury City Football Club – The council declined a request from Canterbury 
City Football Club to play friendly matches and train on the recreation ground 
during the closed season. The contract stated that no training or matches should 
take place between 1

st
 June and 15

th
 August. The club would be asked to remove 

the goal posts at the end of the current season.  Action; Clerk 
e. Bridge Fete – The council agreed that parking would be allowed on the recreation 

ground at Bridge Fete on Saturday 26
th
. June. However, the school would be asked 

to ensure that there was a marshal directing parking and that steps would be taken 
to prevent cars from parking on the wild flower area, which had been damaged by 
cars during the previous year’s fete.    Action; Clerk 

f. Speedwatch – It was agreed to start using the Speedwatch equipment borrowed 
from Lower Hardres on a regular basis this month. A request for volunteers would 
be put into the Spring Parish Newsletter.   Action; Cllr Esdale 

g. Bridge Village Initiative – It was decided to take no further action on this proposal. 
h. Working towards a Sustainable Canterbury Meeting 14

th
. April- It was agreed 

to ask a member of the Bridge Energy Saving Team to attend this meeting. 
                                                                                                         Action; Cllr Esdale 
i. Clerk’s salary – It was agreed that the clerk’s salary should progress to LC20 on 

the anniversary of her appointment from 1
st
 April.  

j. Bridge in Bloom Competition – The competition would take place again this year 
and additional marks would be awarded for gardeners who adapted their planting to 
the drier climate.                                                                  Action; Cllr Edmonds
  

130/09-10 Correspondence – Noted 
 
131/09-10 Bank transfers; 

The council noted the transfer of £1,500 between Parish Council accounts 
 
132/09-10. The following receipts were noted; 
 
 Bridge Junior Football Club fees £50.00 
 Kentish Gazette Fee for Parish Notes Jan – March 2010 - £23.64 
 
133/09–10 The following items were authorised for payment; (note that 2 signatures are 
required on the invoice, cheque stub and cheque)  
 

Payee Amount Purpose 

BT* £68.37 Telephone account 8.12.09 –8.3.10 
£58.61+£9.76 vat 

Simon Gomm+ £365 Mill Centre Repairs 

Mark Esdale+ £82.25 ‘Softation’ Domain hosting, spam filter & 
web site maintenance April 09 to Mar 10 



£70.00 + £12.25. vat 

KALC £497.62 Annual subscription April 2010 – March 
2011 £425.74 + £71.88 vat 

Post Office Ltd £31.69 Employers National Insurance Contribution 
to end of financial year 

Christobel Seath – Clerk  £671.45 Salary and allowances for March 2010 

KALC £25.00 Copy of Standing Orders for Local Councils 

* Paid by Direct Debit 

+ Paid in 2009/10 financial year 
 

134/09-10 Any Other Business 
 
a. Cllr Beinder announced that Bridge Primary School would hold a parade through 

the village on St George’ s Day morning 23rd May. 
b. Cllr Lewis reported that there was a lot of litter along the path through the fields 

from Mill Terrace. It was agreed to discuss possible action at the May Parish 
Council meeting. 

c. Cllr Esdale informed the council that details the parish reserves would be 
circulated later this month and discussed at the May Parish Council meeting. 

d. The clerk advised that notification had been received that the parish insurers 
Allianz had been taken over by AON. This should not result in any alterations to 
the terms of business. Cllr Hill would look over the proposed new policy. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.45p.m. 
 
The next meeting of Bridge Parish Council be on Thursday 13

th
. May 2010 at 7.30 pm in 

Bridge Village Hall.  


